
WHO WE ARE & WHAT WE DO 
 

The mission of the Baltimore Office of Promotion & The Arts, Inc. is to make Baltimore a more 
creative and vibrant city 

EVENTS WE PRODUCE 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Parade presented by Forman Mills  
January 16, 2017  
10,000+ annual attendance; 60+ community groups participate 
This commemoration of the birth of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. fea-
tures floats, marching bands and church choirs; itôs produced in partnership with 
the Office of Civil Rights and Wage Enforcement.  

Baltimore Farmersô Market & Bazaar  
Every Sunday April ï December , 2017  
200,000+ annual attendance; 5,000-9,000 attendees each Sunday (peak 
months). Neighbors and friends enjoy an abundance of fresh fruits, vegetables, 
breads, organic foods, smoked meats, cheeses, crafts and more fill the state's 
largest producers-only market.  

Baltimoreôs Fourth of July Celebration presented by Ports America Chesapeake 
July 4, 2017 
50,000+ estimated annual attendance  
Baltimoreôs annual Independence Day celebration with live music at the Inner 
Harbor Amphitheater followed by a spectacular fireworks show at 9:30 p.m. 

Light City Baltimore  
March 31ï April 8, 2017 
Entering its 2nd year, Light City Baltimore is the first large-scale, international 
light festival in the United States, homegrown right here in Baltimore. Light City 
will provide a backdrop for the celebration of ideas, ingenuity and creativity 
through art, music and innovation.  

Artscape 
July 21-23, 2017 
350,000+ estimated annual attendance 
Artscape, America's largest free arts festival, features 150+ fine artists, fashion 
designers and craftspeople; visual art exhibits on and off-site, including exhibi-
tions, outdoor sculpture, art cars, photography, live concerts on outdoor stages; 
a full schedule of performing arts including dance, opera, theater, film, experi-
mental music and the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra; family events such as 
hands-on projects, demonstrations, competitions, children's entertainers and 
street theater; and a delicious, international menu of food and beverages.  



Baltimore Book Festival 
September 23-25, 2016 
100,000 estimated 2014 attendance 
In 2015, the mid-Atlantic's premier celebration of the literary arts takes place in 
the heart downtown Baltimore at the Inner Harbor with well-known authors, local 
bookstores, publishers, children's writers, storytellers, author signings, crafts, 

Open Studio Tour  
October 8-9, 2016 
2,500+ attendees 
Visitors observe more than 100 of Baltimore's visual artists in their local studios 
during this annual tour on Saturday and Sunday from 10am ï 6pm.   .  

Baltimoreôs New Year's Eve Spectacular presented by Ports America Chesapeake 

December 31, 2016 
Ranges 25,000 - 40,000 estimated attendance 
Ring in the New Year with a night of live music at the Amphitheater and then 
countdown to 2015 with spectacular fireworks show choreographed to music 
over Baltimoreôs scenic Inner Harbor. 

FACILITIES WE MANAGE 

School 33 Art Center 
1,800+ annual attendance 
This center for Baltimore's contemporary visual arts is dedicated to providing 
affordable opportunities for artists and the general public through professional 
art classes, exhibitions, workshops, a Studio Artist Program and annual special 
events such as the Open Studio Tour in October and the Lotta Art Benefit in No-
vember. Visit www.school33.org for additional information.  

Top of the World Observation Level 
75,000 -100,000 annual attendance 
Located on 401 East Pratt Street on the 27th floor of the World Trade Center in 
Baltimore, this attraction provides visitors with a breathtaking view of the Inner 
Harbor, city of Baltimore and the Chesapeake Bay. Visit www.viewbaltimore.org 
for additional information.  

The Cloisters 
Complete with a cloistered garden and based on late medieval French and Eng-
lish Architecture, the 60-acre estate in Brooklandville was bequeathed to the 
City of Baltimore by its original and native Baltimore owners. It currently oper-
ates as one of the prime rental and reception facilities in the Baltimore metro 
area. Visit www.cloisterscastle.com for additional information.  

http://www.school33.org
http://www.viewbaltimore.org
http://www.cloisterscastle.com


The Bromo Seltzer Arts Tower 
6,000+ visitors per year 
The Bromo Seltzer Arts Tower, located at 21 South Eutaw Street, is a cultural 
and architectural icon in Baltimore City and has been listed on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places since 1973.  
 
The building, which had been empty since March 2002, has undergone a reno-
vation and been converted into non-residential artists' studios and gallery spac-
es, which are open to the public on Saturday every week from 11am to 4pm. 
Visit www.bromoseltzertower.com for additional information.  

Artist-in-Residence Program (AIR)  
29 workshops; 27 Baltimore City schools in underserved areas; 2,204 children; 
employment for 17 teaching artists 
This program creates arts experiences for elementary and middle school stu-
dents by placing artists in public schools for month-long residences. The Artist-
in-Residence program operates in approximately 30 schools during the school 
year.  

CULTURAL PROGRAMS & GRANTS 

Arts & Humanities Month 
BOPA collaborates with the Mayor's Office and the Greater Baltimore Cultural 
Alliance to produce the Mayorôs Cultural Town Meeting during Arts & Humani-
ties Month.  The meeting is open to all and focuses on the importance of the 
arts to the revitalization of Baltimore.   

Baltimore City Arts & Entertainment Districts 
The Station North Arts & Entertainment District is located around the intersec-

tion of Charles Street and North Avenue. The 358-acre Highlandtown Arts & 
Entertainment District is centered on Eastern Ave. near Patterson Park. The 
Bromo Tower Arts & Entertainment District is bounded in the north by the Mount 
Vernon Cultural District and includes the Historic Seton Hill neighborhood.  
These state designated districts encourage arts-related businesses and activi-
ties through tax incentives and abatements. BOPA provides the districts with 
technical assistance. 

Baltimore Mural Program: City Paint  
In an effort to combat the problem of graffiti, this nationally recognized project 
works with artists, neighborhood groups and associations, and funding sources to 
commission murals in neighborhoods across Baltimore.  

Art@Work   
Summer 2016                                                                                                           
Premiering in the summer of 2015, this 5-week  summer program employees 
youth enrolled in the Baltimore City YouthWorks initiative to create murals and 
mosaics throughout their community.  Each summer a different community in Bal-
timore is selected. The program is produced through a partnership between the 
Baltimore Office of Promotion & The Arts and Jubilee Arts and empowers dozens 
of young people ages 14-21 to uplift themselves and their neighbors through art.  

http://www.bromoseltzertower.com

