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Washington Monument: 

 Almost 200 years ago, Baltimoreans envisioned and commenced one of the most beautiful urban 

spaces in America, Mount Vernon Place, which is now designated a National Historic Landmark 

District. 

 The Washington Monument is the centerpiece of Mount Vernon Place.  Robert Mills designed the 

monument and its ornamental fence.  He later designed the better-known Washington Monument 

in Washington, DC. 

 The Baltimore Washington monument is the first major American monument to honor George 

Washington and the democratic ideals he represented.   

 Initially, the Washington Monument was to be located in the then more populated downtown area 

(today’s Battle Monument Square). 

 A competition was held and Robert Mills’s design for the monument was selected. However, as the 

nearby residents feared that Mills’s tall column might topple onto their homes, a new location was 

needed.   

 Revolutionary War hero John Eager Howard at the beginning of the 19th century owned much of 

what is now considered Mount Vernon Place and the Mount Vernon neighborhood. He donated the 

new location from his Belvidere estate, a square 200 feet wide in part of then Howards Woods.  

 The cornerstone was laid on July 4, 1815 shortly after the War of 1812 when the British were 

defeated in Baltimore’s harbor.  Before the cornerstone was laid, Mills’s original design was 

significantly simplified.  

 A lottery was held to fund the construction costs for the monument, which was commonly done 

during this time period to support public improvements.   

 The 16’6” statute of George Washington, carved by Italian sculptor Enrico Causici, depicts him 

submitting his resignation as Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army in the Annapolis State 

House in 1783, an act symbolic of his belief in the new American form of democratic government 

and the world’s most famous peaceful transfer of power.  The statute of George Washington is 

oriented so that it is generally facing south towards Annapolis. 

 The statue was raised to the top in 1829, bringing the monument’s height to 178’, with 228 steps 

spiraling upward.  In the 1830s other details were completed including the cast iron fence, the 

bronze inscriptions on the monument’s base documenting important events in Washington’s life, 

and the interior finishes were installed. 
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The Mount Vernon Place Squares: 

 John Eager Howard’s heirs, working with architect Robert Mills, laid out the squares in 1831.   

 A significant redesign was accomplished by Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr. and the City of Baltimore 

beginning in 1876.  This design remained in place until 1917 when America entered World War I. 

 In 1917, as a gesture of support for the French, ground was broken in Mount Vernon Place for a 

statue of the Marquis de Lafayette, who aided the colonial army in the Revolutionary War. 

 To create a setting for this new statue, the squares underwent a major redesign by the prestigious 

firm of Carrere and Hastings, the architects of the New York Public Library, from 1917-1924.  Their 

design, representative of the American City Beautiful movement, remains intact today. 

 American President Woodrow Wilson and the French President Raymond Poincare composed the 

dedicatory inscriptions on the base of the Lafayette statue: 

  Wilson inscription: 

Lafayette, immortal because a self-forgetful servant of justice and humanity. Beloved by 

all Americans because he acknowledged no duty more sacred than to fight for the 

freedom of his fellow-men. 

Poincare inscription (in translation): 

In 1777 Lafayette, crossing the seas with French volunteers, came to bring brotherly 

help to the American people who were fighting for their national liberty. 

In 1917 France was fighting, in her turn, to defend her life and the liberty of the world. 

America, who had never forgotten Lafayette, crossed the seas to help France, and the 

world was saved. 

 President Calvin Coolidge, members of the French diplomatic mission in Washington, and a crowd of 

thousands were present for the dedication of the Lafayette statute in 1924. 

 

Mount Vernon Place Conservancy: 

 Today the Mount Vernon Place Conservancy (MVPC), in partnership with the City of Baltimore, has 

undertaken a $5.5 million dollar restoration of the Monument.   

 The initial assessment of the monument indicated extensive water damage to the masonry which 

resulted in erosion of the mortar and masonry, rusting of the metal cramps that support the marble 

structure, and cracks and fissures in the marble masonry. 

 Current restoration plans address the above issues in addition to incorporating new lighting and 

electrical systems,  masonry cleaning, patching, and repointing, a new roof for the terrace level, full 

restoration of the exterior ornamental fence, and restoration of the monument’s interior finishes, 

 On July 4, 2015, the bicentennial of the cornerstone laying, the monument will be re-opened to the 

public with much fanfare and festivities, including a ribbon cutting ceremony followed by an old-

fashioned country fair in the squares. 
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 The restoration of the four surrounding squares will follow. The restoration of the squares will 

ensure that they are beautiful into the future by installing much needed infrastructure to address 

years of deferred maintenance and investment. The planned restoration also works toward making 

the squares more safe and accessible, and sustainable, both financially and ecologically. 

 MVPC will continue to manage the squares and the monument after restoration so that they may be 

enjoyed and sustained by future generations while once again becoming a must-see destination for 

visitors to the City. 

 In addition to managing the restoration of the Monument and Squares, the Conservancy also 

oversees their landscape maintenance and organizes year-round free programming in and around 

the squares.  During the summer, the FREE programming includes performances every Wednesday 

evening in the West Square, outside movies in August, yoga in the East Square, children’s 

programming, and even a Mount Vernon Place Flash Mob that we will surprise you with!   

 For more information, please review the following resources: 

o Facebook page : The Conservancy is utilizing our Facebook page as a restoration blog to 

keep the community updated about the restoration progress in addition to our free 

community programs in and around the Mount Vernon Place Squares.  
https://www.facebook.com/mountvernonplace.  

o YouTube channel :  The Conservancy YouTube channel has three short movie clips about the 

restoration work to date, as well as two other official videos and some press videos.  The 

Conservancy is documenting the restoration progress via video footage and still 

photographs, and will be releasing a short video update approximately every other month 

until the monument restoration is complete. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCm7IiyJiHv-ddenwgYKDlrg 

o Website:  The Conservancy website includes information about the Conservancy and its 

partnership with the City of Baltimore to restore and maintain Mount Vernon Place, history, 

and suggestions on how you can support the Conservancy by volunteering, becoming a 

member or making a cash contribution. www.MVPConservancy.org  

 

Thank You! 
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