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RFQ: Public Art for the Central Avenue Streetscape 

Request for Qualifications 
The City of Baltimore and the Baltimore 
Office of Promotion & The Arts (BOPA) in 
collaboration with the Baltimore City 
Department of Transportation (DOT) request 
artists or artist teams to submit their interest and 
qualifications to design public artwork for the 
Central Avenue Streetscape.  

Central Avenue Streetscape improvements will 
run from Baltimore Street in the North to the 
Harbor Point development in the South. This 
call seeks an artist to work with the Department 
of Transportation and the project design team to 
incorporate a public art project into the area 
between Baltimore and Lancaster Streets.  

 

 

Eligibility 
Any artist or artist team, over the age of 18, 
legally living or working within the United 
States, is eligible to apply.  
Current Baltimore Office of Promotion and the 
Arts employees and Public Art Commission 
members may not apply. 
 

 

 

 

Project Schedule 
 
Applications due by: January 25, 2016 
 
Finalist notification by: February 29, 2016 
 
 

Project Budget:  

$62,000 - All Inclusive 

 
 

This RFQ is a managed by the Baltimore Office of Promotion & The Arts  
For Questions, please contact Ryan Patterson, Public Art Administrator 

https://promotionandarts.submittable.com/submit/be80e94b-5855-4db4-b19d-37bf2b3eef0b
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Overview & Background 
The City of Baltimore and the Baltimore 
Office of Promotion & The Arts (BOPA) 
in collaboration with the Baltimore City 
Department of Transportation (DOT) are 
seeking a qualified artist or team to create 
a comprehensive streetscape design for 
Central Avenue.  
 
The DOT is preparing to begin phase II of 
a comprehensive Central Avenue 
streetscape project that stretches from 
Baltimore Street to Harbor Point (see 
attached map). Phase II of the project will 
connect Central Ave to Harbor Point via a 
newly constructed bridge and develop 
Central Avenue between Baltimore and 
Lombard Street into a contemporary urban 
boulevard. The selected artist(s) will work 
with the DOT and the project design team 
to develop artwork to be located between 
Baltimore and Lombard Street.  
 
Central Avenue is a major connector road 
running North and South in East Baltimore. Within the footprint of this project, Central Avenue 
borders, or runs through the historic neighborhoods of Jonestown, Washington Hill, Little Italy, 
and Fells Point. At its southern end a newly constructed bridge will connect to the Harbor Point 
development, currently under construction.  
 
The social history of Central Avenue is closely related to the history of Baltimore’s industrial 
waterfront, the ship-building in Fells Point, and the commercial warehouses alongside 
Baltimore’s early residential neighborhoods like Jonestown and Little Italy.  
 
The current location of Central Avenue was once a meandering stream that flowed to the 
Harbor. In 1828 the "wash" had been diverted from Ann Street and Washington Street into 
Harford Run by rearranging the street grades, and in the last generation Harford Run had been 
canalized along Central Avenue. In the 1870s it was covered. (Baltimore ,1997) There were also 
rail lines on that lined either side of the canal at one point. Central Avenue, remains lined with 
historic warehouses and storage buildings that reflect the commercial shipping and trade made 
possible by the canal and rail access.  These buildings are now being razed and/or rehabbed 
into new commercial uses, including a new grocery store, hotels, office buildings and 
entertainment uses like bars or brew pubs.   

This RFQ is a managed by the Baltimore Office of Promotion & The Arts  
For Questions, please contact Ryan Patterson, Public Art Administrator 

https://promotionandarts.submittable.com/submit/be80e94b-5855-4db4-b19d-37bf2b3eef0b
mailto:rpatterson@promotionandarts.org
https://books.google.com/books?id=j8cLAAAAYAAJ&q=%22central+avenue%22+Harford+Run&dq=%22central+avenue%22+Harford+Run&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjK0KKJltLJAhXKGB4KHfzWAps4ChDoAQguMAQ


RFQ- Public Art for Central Avenue Streetscape  
ISSUED: December 11, 2015 

 
The completed streetscape will feature 4 traffic lanes plus bike lanes, underground storm water 
drainage, updated utilities, and brick accented sidewalks with wide tree pits, and a green 
median in selected areas. (see attached section plan and rendering) 
 
The selected artist will be required to work closely with DOT throughout the project.  DOT will 
provide any necessary traffic, safety and maintenance regulations and their approval is required 
prior to any artistic elements being placed within the right-of-way.   
The success of this project should provide the City with an implementable, sustainable plan to 
replace or refurbish any artwork installed in the streetscape design.   
 

Guidelines: 
1. Chosen artwork will be required to withstand outdoor environment with very limited 

maintenance. Artists should take into consideration the possibility of adverse conditions, 
the wealth of pedestrian traffic passing by and through the site, and the safety of the 
audience. Cooperation with the contractor needs to be considered. The artist chosen for 
this project will be required, upon its completion, to 
submit a description of required maintenance. 
 

2. The City of Baltimore, the Department of Transportation, and the 
Baltimore Office of Promotion & The Arts reserves the right to reproduce images of 
submitted artwork for printed or internet publicity, catalogue, map or other marketing or 
educational purposes. 

 
Application 
You may submit your application materials online here. 
All applications are required to provide: 

• Name/Team Name 
• Contact information (address, telephone, email, website) 
• Statement of Interest (500 words max) 

In 500 words or less, please describe why you or your team are well suited to work 
with the City on this project and what your participation will bring to improving the 
experiences of those traveling through the Central Avenue corridor.  

• Brief personal, or team biography (300 words max) 
• Visual work samples & image description sheet (1page) 

Please submit up to 10 photos, video or audio samples documenting of previous 
work. Work samples should illustrate your artistic practice, qualifications for this 
project, and public art experience  While proposals and concept renderings are 
acceptable, realized and completed projects are encouraged.  

• C.V. or Resume (2 pages max) 
 
 

This RFQ is a managed by the Baltimore Office of Promotion & The Arts  
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Selection Criteria & Process 
Artistic Quality and strong design skills: Applicants should be able to produce a creative and 
functional plan that meets the goals and the specifications set forward for this project.  
Strong verbal, written and graphic communication skills:  Applicants should exhibit good 
people and communication skills and be able to effectively collaborate with multiple project 
stakeholders and agencies as they develop, present, and receive feedback on their designs.  
Previous experience: Applicants should have professional experience working on public art or 
design projects that include project development, planning, fabrication, public integration or way 
finding design.   
Accessibility and Availability: This project requires collaboration and a familiarity with 
Baltimore City.  Applicants should maintain reasonable availability to perform this work and 
complete the project. 
 

• Request for Qualification (RFQ) issued, calling on qualified designers, artists, and 
firms to submit their interest and previous work samples to be considered for this 
project.  

• Following the RFQ deadline, an Artist Selection Panel comprised of project 
stakeholders,  will review all of the applications received,  

• The Artist Selection Panel will recommend and select three (3) to seven (7) semi-
finalist artists to recommend to the Public Art Commission (PAC). 

• The selected semi-finalists will be presented in a report to the PAC, and the PAC will 
then select a final artist to be commissioned, based on the project criteria.  

 
Public Art Program Goals  

• To enrich and enliven the experience of Baltimore City for its citizens and visitors 
• To establish a significant public art collection for the City. 
• To create an engaging space, artwork, and environment that accentuates construction 
efforts, and is sensitive to the community where the artwork is located 
• To commission public artwork that is durable and able to withstand high-traffic, 
unmonitored outdoor environments that include extreme adverse weather conditions, 
with very little maintenance 

 
Contact  
The Design for the Central Avenue Streetscape is a project of the City of Baltimore City, 
managed by the Baltimore Office of Promotion & the Arts  
 
For questions or more information on this Request for Qualifications please contact:  
Ryan Patterson, Public Art Administrator 
Baltimore Office of Promotion & The Arts 
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443-263-4338 rpatterson@promotionandarts.org 
 
ATTACHMENTS: Section Plan and Rendering of Existing and Proposed streetscape. 
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