
RFQ- Public Art for Rash Field Overlook 
 Issued: September 2, 2016 

Request For Qualifications: Public Art for Overlook 
section of Rash Field Improvement Project 

 

 

Overview: The Baltimore Office of Promotion & The Arts (BOPA) in collaboration 

with the Waterfront Partnership of Baltimore Inc. and the Baltimore City 
Department of Recreation & Parks seeks artists and artist groups to develop unique 

and original artwork to be included in a new overlook section of Rash Field, as a part of 

the Rash Field Improvement Project.  The overlook will serve as an important physical 

connection between the Inner Harbor, the improved Rash Field, Federal Hill and the 

communities south of the park. Selected artist(s) will work with closely with the project 

design team to identify proposed park elements that may be enhanced through the 

integration of art.  

Budget:    Schedule: 
$40,000 - All Inclusive  RFQ Issued: September 2, 2016 

Deadline for Application: October 10, 2016 
Selected Artist Notification by: October 31, 2016 

APPLY ONLINE HERE 

This RFQ is a managed by the Baltimore Office of Promotion & The Arts  
For Questions, please contact Ryan Patterson, Public Art Administrator 

mailto:rpatterson@promotionandarts.org
http://baltimorewaterfront.com/
http://promotionandarts.submittable.com/submit/65718


RFQ- Public Art for Rash Field Overlook 
 Issued: September 2, 2016 

 
Background on the Rash Field Improvement Project: 
Rash Field is a public recreation space and sports field located on the southern side of 

Baltimore’s iconic Inner Harbor bordered by the Rusty Scupper Restaurant to the East, 

and the Maryland Science Center to the West.  Rash Field was included in the 

development of Baltimore’s Inner Harbor in the 1970s and was intended to serve as a 

sports field for the neighboring Southern High School, however, the school 

subsequently built its own field and Rash Field remained underutilized as a municipal 

sports field.  

In 2013 the Waterfront Partnership of Baltimore Inc. released the Inner Harbor 2.0 

Master Plan which identified Rash Field as a priority project. However in the time since 

the Inner Harbor 2.0 plan was released, further studies identified major site restrictions 

that have changed the scope of the Rash Field improvements originally proposed as 

well as the available budget. In 2014 through 2015, Mahan Rykiel, the projects lead 

design firm, and Waterfront Partnership conducted an extensive community input 

process that included an online survey, focus groups, public meetings, reviews from 

advisory and steering committees made up of community members, and further review 

by city agencies.  

The goal of the Rash Field Improvement Project is to increase the connection between 

the Inner Harbor activity to the south side of the harbor and into Federal Hill. By 

enhancing existing features and building additional amenities, the project will draw 

positive activities into this section of the waterfront and become a physical connection 

between the Inner Harbor and the neighborhoods and communities to the south of the 

park. The plan as it currently stands includes significant layout changes, landscape 

improvements and new additions to approximately 8 acres of park space with a budget 

of $4.5 million dollars. The plan includes a commitment to maintain the current number 

of volleyball courts. In addition, there are planned improvements to the bleachers, 

bathrooms, running track, and Pride of Baltimore Memorial, as well as the addition of a 

skate park, an entrance from Federal Hill, improved entrances at park corners, a 

This RFQ is a managed by the Baltimore Office of Promotion & The Arts  
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children’s play area, a café, increased shade canopy and a large field able to be 

programmed for sports games or public events.  

The adjacent Key Highway Improvement Project also impacts this plan.  The southern 

end of the park’s design will incorporate the layout and uses shown in the DOT Key 

Highway Improvement Project.   

Opportunities for Art and Design in Rash Field Improvements: 
The concepts presented by the design team feature numerous locations for sculpture 

and art.  The Public Art Commission has given direction that the RFQ for this initial 

public art investment should focus on the area around the overlook including the nearby 

entrance, stairway and seating.  Specific elements that may be eligible for artwork near 

the overlook include but are not limited to:  

-paving design or pathways  

- Walls and railings 

-graphics on the climbing wall 

-stairway elements 

-the redesigned bleacher seating to the East of the entrance 

-shade structures 

 

Final determination of where and how art will be incorporated into this project will be 

determined by the selected artist and the project design team, and approved by the 

Public Art Commission during the design review process.  
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Application 
You may submit your application materials online here. 
All applications are required to provide: 

• Name/Team Name 

• Contact information (address, telephone, email, website) 

• Statement of Interest (500 words max) 
In 500 words or less, please describe why you or your team are well suited to 

work with the the City and the Rash Field Design team  

• Brief personal, or team biography (300 words max) 

• Samples of Previous work & description sheet (1page) 
Please submit up to 10 photos, video or audio samples documenting of 

previous work. Work samples should illustrate your artistic practice, 

qualifications for this project, and public art experience  While proposals and 

concept renderings are acceptable, realized and completed projects are 

encouraged.  

• C.V. or Resume (2 pages max)  
Should focus on previous experience collaborating on professional project 

teams, and designing, fabricating, and installing art for public spaces.  If 

applying as a team, please submit a single document for the team. 
 

Selection Process & Timeline 

• Request for Qualifications (RFQ) issued: September 2, 2016; calling on qualified 

designers, artists, and firms to submit their interest and previous work samples to be 

considered for this project. RFQ Due: October 7. 2016 

• An Artist Selection Panel, composed of project representatives, local stakeholders 

and art professionals reviews all applications received and select three (3) to seven 

(7) semi-finalist artists to recommend to the Public Art Commission (PAC). Artist 

Selection Panel to convene October 10-14. 

This RFQ is a managed by the Baltimore Office of Promotion & The Arts  
For Questions, please contact Ryan Patterson, Public Art Administrator 

mailto:rpatterson@promotionandarts.org
http://promotionandarts.submittable.com/submit/65718


RFQ- Public Art for Rash Field Overlook 
 Issued: September 2, 2016 

• The semi-finalist list will be presented to the PAC at the October 19, 2016 meeting  

and the PAC will then select an artist to enter a contract and join the project design 

team.   

• Selected Artist will be notified by October 21, 2016 with a goal of entering a contract 

by November 4.  

*All dates are estimated delivery dates and subject to change based on variations in 

availability and the Public Art Commission schedule.  

 

Selection Criteria  

Artistic Quality and strong design skills: Applicants should be able to produce a 

creative and functional plan that meets the goals and the specifications set forward for 

this project.  

Strong verbal, written and graphic communication skills:  Applicants should exhibit 

good people and communication skills and be able to effectively collaborate with 

multiple project stakeholders and agencies as they develop, present, and receive 

feedback on their designs.  

Previous experience: Applicants should have professional experience working on 

public art or design projects that include project development, planning, fabrication, 

public integration or way finding design.   

Accessibility and Availability: This project requires collaboration and a familiarity with 

Baltimore City.  Applicants should maintain reasonable availability to perform this work 

and complete the project. 
 

Public Art Program Goals  

• To enrich and enliven the experience of Baltimore City for its citizens and visitors 

• To establish a significant public art collection for the City. 

• To create an engaging space, artwork, and environment that accentuates construction 

efforts, and is sensitive to the community where the artwork is located 

• To commission public artwork that is durable and able to withstand high-traffic, 

unmonitored outdoor environments that include extreme adverse weather conditions, 

with very little maintenance 
This RFQ is a managed by the Baltimore Office of Promotion & The Arts  
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Eligibility:  Any artist or artist team, over the age of 18, legally living or working within 

the United States, is eligible to apply. Current Baltimore Office of Promotion and the 

Arts employees and Public Art Commission members may not apply. 

Contact  
Public Art for the Rash Field Improvement Project  is a project of the City of Baltimore 

City, managed by the Baltimore Office of Promotion & the Arts  

 

For questions or more information on this Request for Qualifications please contact:  

Ryan Patterson, Public Art Administrator 

Baltimore Office of Promotion & The Arts 

443-263-4338  

rpatterson@promotionandarts.org 

 

 

Attachments:  

-Map of Rash Field Location in relation to Baltimore’s Inner Harbor 

-Historical Photos of Inner Harbor & Rash Field 

-Close-up of concept for “Overlook” Section of Rash Field Improvements 

-Mahan Rykiel Design Concepts for Rash Field Improvement Project 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This RFQ is a managed by the Baltimore Office of Promotion & The Arts  
For Questions, please contact Ryan Patterson, Public Art Administrator 
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MAP OF RASH FIELD LOCATION 

 
 

This ariel view shows Rash Field’s location in relation to other Inner Harbor attractions. 

Federal Hill Park is to the right (South) and Maryland Science Center is below (West) of 

Rash Field park.  
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HISTORICAL PHOTOS OF INNER HARBOR 

 

 
Rash Field can be identified (lower left hand corner) in each of these photos  

taken during different points in development of the origional Inner Harbor  

Master Plan. 
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HISTORICAL PHOTO OF COMPLETED RASH FIELD & OVERLOOK CLOSE UP 

 
This photo depicts Rash Field shortly after it was completed as a municipal space a 

long the Inner Harbor Promenade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

This image is a close up of the Overlook section of the proposed Rash Field 

Improvements 
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-MAHAN RYKIEL DESIGN CONCEPTS FOR RASH FIELD IMPROVEMENT 

PROJECT: 

 

The next attachment is a copy of  the Rash Field improvement design concepts 

presented by Waterfront Partnership Inc. and Mahan Rykiel at the July 20,2016 Public 

Art Commission meeting.  This packet identifies a number of areas that the design team 

feels art could be included in the project.  While the Public Art Commission supported 

multiple locations for public art, given the limitations of the budget they Commission 

voted to focus this initial call specificlly on the Overlook portion. Final determiniation of 

where and how art will be incorporated into this project will be determiend by the 

selected artist and the project design team.  

 

This RFQ is a managed by the Baltimore Office of Promotion & The Arts  
For Questions, please contact Ryan Patterson, Public Art Administrator 

mailto:rpatterson@promotionandarts.org
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Purpose + scope

To make Rash Field a more 
attractive, accessible, and 
usable open space that 
better serves the needs of 
the city, its residents, and 
visitors. 

• Strategic upgrades of 

existing features

• Balanced programmatic 

flexibility of the site with 

successful activites

Rash Field: Step 1 Park Upg rade to Create a More Usable and At tractive Park

Public  Meet ing No.  1  / /  Januar y 6 ,  2016

project overview

purpose + scope

• Make Rash Field more 
attractive, accessible, and 
useable while funds are 
assembled for a longer term 
Rash Field development.

• Serve the needs of local 
residents as well as visiting 
tourists.

• Upgrade some existing 
features.

Rash Field: Step 1 Park Upg rade to Create a More Useable and At tractive Park

rash fi eld (~7 ac.)
$4M Budget

Project Limits

Pierce’s park (~1 ac.)
$2M Budget$2M Budget

Approximately $5M Budget ($4M City f unds)

1% = $40K for ar t

Public  Meet ing No.  1  / /  Januar y 6 ,  2016

project overview

purpose + scope

• Make Rash Field more 
attractive, accessible, and 
useable while funds are 
assembled for a longer term 
Rash Field development.

• Serve the needs of local 
residents as well as visiting 
tourists.

• Upgrade some existing 
features.

Rash Field: Step 1 Park Upg rade to Create a More Useable and At tractive Park

rash fi eld (~7 ac.)
$4M Budget

Project Limits

Pierce’s park (~1 ac.)
$2M Budget
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Process & Schedule

Engagement Process
Desig n strateg y will  be g uided by the public engagement process.

NOVEMBER DECEMBER JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY
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rash field: key moves 
a.   Reorient fire access to promenade to create new contiguous play space at northwest entrance

 (relocate carousel to West Shore Park) 

b. Create new arrival plaza (Overlook) at southwest corner

c. Relocate Pride Memorial within park  to open up and expand f lexible lawn area for events and programs

d.  Reorganize terraces around pavilion to create a more inviting space for gathering & refreshment

d.  Remove berm along promenade to create a soft, occupiable, and green edge

e. Consolidate volleyball courts (no net loss) to expand event and programming opportunities in the park

f.  Deconstruct bleachers and introduce vegetation throughout the park to create rooms for active and passive

 recreation, as well as to improve thermal comfort and enhanced ecological function

g. Create diagonal connection across park to improve circulation and enrich daily use

h. Strengthen entry points to improve park access from surrounding environments

i. Improve bathrooms

J. Enhance logistics for events & programs (electrical, water, service)

KEY MOVES
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rash field: site plan
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precedents
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ART OPPORTUNITIES

skate park

overlook

play lab

bleachers
entrance

entrance
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overlook
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play lab
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skate park
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entrances
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BLEACHERS 



thank you. 
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